
Submission to the Economics and Industry Standing Committee regarding 
the Enquiry into Short Stay Accommodation. 

From: Mr Michael Jake Andrews 
 

 

Dear Committee members 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to make a submission to your enquiry into Short 

Stay Accommodation. I would like to make a contribution based upon my experience as a 

property owner who has short stay guests using the Airbnb platform. 

The points of my submission are set out below. 

1. Airbnb is Keeping Property Owners Solvent

Since the end of the mining boom the property market has undergone great change.

Property investors have had to deal with the major challenges of falling property

prices and falling vacancy rates.

In 2016 my Scarborough property was vacant for over 6 months with no

improvement in prospect of finding a tenant in sight. This was despite several rent

reductions and improvements to the premises.

I subsequently listed the unit at a much reduced price but received no offers

whatsoever.

As a last resort my partner and I decided to try short stay accommodation. We spent

approximately $3000 on local businesses (painters, plumbers, electricians, air

conditioning, furniture stores) to set the unit up and advertised on AirBnb.

The apartment proved to be popular and this has enabled us to meet mortgage costs

during this difficult time. An identical story can be told by many other AirBnb hosts.

Our personal circumstances lead me to believe that this scenario is common right

across Perth and W.A. Heavy regulation of AirBnb carries the real risk of forcing

property owners into bankruptcy.
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